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This summary of the organizational structure of electric power supply in Germany should 

emphasize the multitude of intermediaries and agents that are involved in getting the electric 

power from the power plant to the final consumer: generators, utilities, energy trading firms, 

transmission and distribution grid operators, energy exchanges, clearing houses, metering point 

operators and final consumers. Each of these intermediaries and agents has a different task. Some 

are regulated,1 some are in direct competition with competitors. One feature of the blockchain 

technology that is most often highlighted is the elimination of intermediaries. By decentrally 

building trust and very low transaction costs, intermediaries can become unnecessary in certain 

applications. Later in the study, we discuss how blockchain could impact the organizational 

structure of electric power supply when applied to peer-to-peer trading. But first, in the following 

section we briefly introduce the blockchain technology. 

 

  
 

1 The grid operators are regulated as the grid is seen as a natural monopoly. 


























